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General Introduction
This unit forms part of a scheme of work for art designed to

support schools wanting to develop art lessons based on the

National Societies 15 Christian values that many Church of

England Schools have adopted .
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Thisscheme of work provides an opportunity for pupils

to engage in making art and at the same time

focuses on teaching and reinforcing the core

Christian values in a visual way .

The units in this scheme have been written by Stephen

Bruce at Chalice Arts UK. Stephen is a art educational

consultant and former head teacher .

Chalice Arts UK provides a variety of art projects for schools . More

information about the author and his work can be found at :

www.chaliceartsuk.co.uk

http://www.chaliceartsuk.co.uk/


Displaying pupils artwork linked to the core values is a very

powerful way for schools to ensure they are prominent and

in constant focus .

More information about the National Societies values for

schools can be found at the following website :

http :// www .christianvalues 4schools .co .uk
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http://www.christianvalues4schools.co.uk/


Koinonia

The Christian Values for Schoolõswebsite provides the following

information to explain Koinonia .

Koinonia means ôthat which is in commonõ and is often translated 

as ôfellowshipõ or ôcommunityõ. Other translations might include 

ôunionõ, ôpartnershipõ, or ôbeing yoked together õ. 

Koinonia expresses the quality of relationship within the Christian 

community. It is based on fellowship with Jesus. Through him, 

Christians share the relationship that Jesus has with God. 

In John 17, Jesus prays that all his followers may be ôperfectly oneõ 

as he and the Father are one. Through him, Christians become 

sons and daughters of God and therefore brothers and sisters of 

each other. They are all members of the same family .
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A central element of being a family is interdependence: all are 

needed and valued and each person is important to the whole. 

The same message is found in Paulõs image of the Christian 

community as the body of Christ. Each member of the body 

shares the joys and sufferings of the others and each depends 

upon every else .

The foundation of Christian koinonia is Christõs self giving on the 

cross, the supreme demonstration of his love for all. We love 

because he loved us first .

For the first Christians, this was expressed in a genuine common life 

with shared meals, shared possessions and practical support for 

the poor. The Christian church today continues to serve not only 

those within the Christian community but any who are in need.
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Art Activity 
For this unit I have taken inspiration from carnival costumes . The origin of

carnival is based on the Christian tradition of preparing for Lent by using up

produce that would otherwise be wasted . Thisdeveloped into a communal

sharing of food party . Further evolving into a communal street party or

carnival as the community prepares for Lent . Carnivals such as the Rio

Carnival take place on Ash Wednesday . The Notting Hill carnival has itõsroots

in the Caribbean carnival tradition even though it is not celebrated at the

beginning of Lent .

Example Learning Objectives

Å To develop the use of appropriate vocabulary and deepening their

understanding of the value koinonia through discussing a work of art by

Stephen Bruce inspired by the theme of carnival .

Å To learn to work from photographic resources to create an abstract

painting inspired by the carnival costume theme .

Å To develop shape, pattern and colour in a painting, colour mixing skills,

painting techniques and use of acrylic or water colour paint .

6



Resources

Å Carnival Painting by Stephen Bruce

Å Your own power point presentation as an introduction including carnival 

costume images (at least 6 - 10 different images).  You might include 

images of other childrenõs work included in this unit.

Å Photocopy images of carnival costumes, masks, headdresses.  These should 

be printed as resource pack for each group of children within the class

Å Pencils

Å Acrylic painting resources ðpaint, palettes, water pots , fine brushes

Å Acrylic stones/ jewels and glue

Å Canvas Panels/ boards 8 x 10 inches are recommended or water colour 

quality cartridge paper A4 size

Å Art Shirtsand table coverings
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Key Points of the Teaching Sequence

Å Introduce the theme ðshow the Carnival Painting by Stephen Bruce .

Discuss the theme, use description of shapes, patterns and colours . Explain

that the painting was made by looking at shapes, patterns, colours in

photographs of carnival costumes . Teach the term abstract art .

Å Link the theme of carnival to deepening understanding of the value

Koinonia .

Å Use a power point presentation to look at carnival costumes .

Å Introduce your photographic resources pack and teach the class how it will

be used to develop their ideas . Children will take interesting elements from

different costumes to create a design of shapes and patterns . Use the

colour schemes found in costumes to create their own colour scheme

ideas . Discuss colours that work well together . No full costumes and no

faces to be included . Show some examples of finished childrenõswork .

It can be really helpful if the teacher models a few shapes and lines on a

piece of paper so the children fully understand what is required . This

modelling does not have to be elaborate . Just show the children shapes you

have seen in a photograph and then draw them onto your paper .
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Å The children then begin sketching out ideas followed by painting . Ensure

shapes and patterns are not to small and intricate otherwise they cannot be

painted easily.

Å Review progress with a periodic mini plenary to make/ reinforce teaching

points . Reinforce the teaching of painting rules/ techniques throughout .

Remind children to hold their paint brushes like a pencil .

Å Finishing off to be carried out in a second session where work is neatened up

and completed - you would introduce black paint at this point for outlining

shapes and also provide time for applying acrylic stones.

Note about the use of black

I personally do not introduce black during the first teaching session unless there is

a particular need for it as it tends to be overused and mixed in with other colours

unnecessarily . Black is used for creating emphasis, embellishments, shadows,

outlines etc , at the finishing off stage .

Use of sketch books

You could also consider using sketch books to work out initial ideas using pencil

drawing, colour mixing etc . Children might like to collect their own examples of

carnival costumes to stick into their sketch books .



10 Carnival is a festive season which in many countries occurs

immediately before Lent (Ash Wednesday) .

Carnival typically involves a public celebration or a parade

combining some elements of circus, masks and public street

party . People often dress up in elaborate costumes during

the celebrations, which mark an change from normal daily

life.

Traditionally during Lent, no parties or other celebrations

were held, and people refrained from eating rich foods,

such as meat, dairy, fats and sugar . In the days before Lent,

all rich food and drink had to be disposed of . The eating of

this, in a giant party that involved the whole community, is

thought to be the origin of Carnival .



11 The worldõslargest carnival festival is held in Brazil.

òCarnivalóis a festival of colours, which is transformed into

costumes, calypso, steel band music, dance and an array

of different foods and art ; which attracts millions of people

from around the world .

Carnival is traditionally held in areas with a large Catholic

and to a lesser extent, Eastern Orthodox population .

Protestant areas usually do not have Carnival celebrations

or they have modified versions. Carnival in the UK is in the

summer and has its roots in the Caribbean carnival

tradition .



A Painting inspired by carnival 

costumes by Stephen Bruce 

Shapes and patterns were taken from 

those found on parts of carnival 

costumes.  The whole costume does 

not need to be drawn.  Just select 
interesting shapes, patterns, etc to 

make your design.  No people or faces 

are shown.  

The finished painting has acrylic jewels 

glued in place to highlight certain parts 

of the design - maximum of about 10 

jewels ða mixture of large and small.
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Google a selection of carnival costume images such as this one shown here.  Use 

these to make a power point presentation for your lesson introduction.  Make an A4 

pack of 6 images for each table group to look at and share.  Also display a set at 

the front of the class for general reference. 

Photographic Resources

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Q7JsrJwSn64toM&tbnid=V6uAzc4sBp4e1M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://plutonianmac.blogspot.com/2013/02/rio-carnival-still-revving-up.html&ei=OcUdVIOrNOGV7Aa5rIHwCg&bvm=bv.75775273,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHP6iH5XmXDJdp7b56W4HitqaNKBw&ust=1411323265979076
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Q7JsrJwSn64toM&tbnid=V6uAzc4sBp4e1M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://plutonianmac.blogspot.com/2013/02/rio-carnival-still-revving-up.html&ei=OcUdVIOrNOGV7Aa5rIHwCg&bvm=bv.75775273,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHP6iH5XmXDJdp7b56W4HitqaNKBw&ust=1411323265979076
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Alternatively produce an A4 size inspiration sheet containing a range of small

photographs for children to refer to . Usually one between two children is

adequate . Have a set of larger images on display at the front of the class for

reference .

Inspiration sheets



Example by Year 6 Coston Primary School Ealing 
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