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General Introduction
This unit forms part of a scheme of work for art designed to support

schools wanting to develop art lessons based on the National Societies
15 Christian values that many Church of England Schools have adopted .
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The units in this scheme have been written by Stephen

Bruce of Chalice Arts UK. Stephen is a art educational

consultant and former head teacher .

This scheme of work provides an opportunity for pupils to

engage in making art and at the same time reinforcing the

core Christian values in a visual way . Schools can adapt

the unit for different year groups as they see fit. It could be

used as a whole school unit or given to a particular year

group or varied year to year in rotation .

Chalice Arts UK provides a variety of art projects for schools . More information

about the author and his work can be found at :

www.chaliceartsuk.co.uk

http://www.chaliceartsuk.co.uk/


Displaying pupilsõartwork linked to the core values is a very powerful

way for schools to ensure they are prominent and in constant focus .

More information about the National Societieõsvalues for schools can be

found at the following website :

http :// www .christianvalues 4schools .co .uk
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http://www.christianvalues4schools.co.uk/
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Flowers in a Vase by Jan Van 

Huysum Dutch School
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Introduce the topic by showing the painting òFlowers in a Vaseó 

by Jan Van Huysum, Dutch School which I photographed at 

the Wallace Collection.  Show other examples of Dutch 17 th

century still life to teach the concept of still life.

Introduce the theme of Autumn and Harvest and the 

importance of saying thank you.

This could be linked to writing and saying Thank you Prayers.

The art topic below is aimed at helping children reflect upon 

the value of thankfulness more deeply. 
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Example still -life arrangements of harvest produce for children to draw



Art Activity

Example Learning Objectives

Å To compose and draw from observation using line, learning the term still-life.

(Composition, position and size)

Å To develop colour mixing skills and improving brush control e.g . mixing

green, orange and various tones of all colours)

Resources

Å Canvas boards or water colour paper, acrylic paints, size 4 brushes (size 10

for filling in large areas), palettes, water pots, table coverings, art aprons,

pencils .
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Key Points of the Teaching Sequence

Å Look at Dutch 17th Century still-life painting and teach the concept of still-

life.

Å Introduce the still-life the children will draw, pointing out the size and

position of the fruit and vegetables etc .

Å Discuss the composition and model on a sheet of paper how to compose

the work . A large cut out window (e .g . from a sheet of sugar paper)

placed over the still-life so that it is framed will help children compose their

work .

Å Make a drawing on the canvas board or water colour paper .

Å Teach/ model the use of acrylic paint, its properties and discuss colour

mixing . Teach about the safe use of this paint ðwashing brushes, wearing

art aprons and taking care not to get paint on sleeves etc .

Å Paint the still-life using the acrylic paints .

Å If you are using poster or powder paint then teach/ model the use of

these .

Å Use frequent reminders about holding paint brushes in pencil grip to help

improve brush control .

Å Occasionally stop the class to share childrenõswork and demonstrate key

skillse.g . a childõswork with good composition or use of colour mixing etc .
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Examples of childrenõswork ðStill-Life acrylic paintings by Year 3 from

Bishop Winnington Ingram C E Primary School Hillingdon
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Examples of childrenõswork ðStill-Life acrylic paintings by Year 3 from

Bishop Winnington Ingram C E Primary School Hillingdon
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